with the same dish at a minimum cost is no easy task.
The resources of the central kitchen and the strength of its staff do not admit of the preparation of a great variety of "diets at the same time. Decentralisation may be a cure for " institution '' cooking, but is probably a very expensive one. To what is due the stigma attached to " institution " cooking? Largely, I should say, to lack of appreciation of the fact that even plain cooking is more or less of a fine art, and that it requires no small amount of intelligence, skill, and knowledge to treat even everyday foodstuffs in just the proper manner. As a nation we are notoriously ignorant in this matter, and until cooks become the Properly trained and highly paid functionaries their Position demands, so long will the devil get the credit of sending them to us. But even the best of cooks finds it difficult to make bricks without straw. The 
